Park Ranger
volunteers
forKatrina
petrescue
Page 4

Pawtuxet
Cove

Page 10

Commander's Column... 3

Water Team Awards......... 3
Boston Harbor 7
GoyetteRetirement......ec 8
Chinese New Year Celebration..Q
Dredgingup the Past........c.... 12

US Army Corps
of Engineers
New England District

Yankee Engineer

Volume 41, No. 5

February 2006

President's Fiscal Year 2007 U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers’ Civil Works budget released

TheFiscal Year 2007 budgettrans-
mitted to Congress includes $4.733bil-
lion in new federal funding for the Civil
Works program ofthe U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers.

In the President’s budget, $46.4
million has been identified for Civil
Works projects in New England to in-
clude commercial navigation, flood and

coastal storm reduction environmental
restoration and recreation. (This does
not include funds earmarked for Con-
tinuing Authorities or Regulatory Pro-
grams.)

Mr. John Paul Woodley, Jr., Assis-
tant Secretary ofthe Army (Civil Works),
said, "The Army Civil Works budget for
Fiscal Year 2007 ...provides critical

funding for the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers to continue to contribute to
the nation’seconomicand environmen-
tal wellbeing."

The Army Civil Works program
contributesto the developmentand res-
toration of the nation'swater and related
resources; operation and maintenance

Continued on page 11

Photo provided courtesy of Norfolk Dredging.

The dredge, VIRGINIAN, at work within Boston Harbor. The Boston Harbor dredging project is listed in the President's budget.
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Yankee

Voices

Mardi Gras,
Feb. 28

“This year was already
primedtobe special since itmarks
the 150th anniversary of Mardi
Gras parades in New Orleans —
now ithasanevengreatersignifi-
cance,” says Arthur Hardy, a
Mardi Gras magazine publisher.

Many krewes, the team of
heredity memberswho organize
costumed parades, have vowed
to continuethetraditionthisyear,
despite the catastrophe of Hurri-
cane Katrina, to symbolize the
region’srecovery.

(Ideas Unlimited)

Correction

Inthe “Dredging Upthe Past”
section of the January 2006 Yan-
kee Engineer, one retiree was not
identified. The woman standing
in back of Margery Cotter inthe
photo is Engineering/Planning
retiree Donna Caliri. Ms. Caliri
worked for many years in the
Geotechnical BranchinEngineer-

ing.

Sheila Winston-Vincuilla
Contracting

Black History Month:

Spotlight on an inventor

Agricultural chemist George Washington Carver was born in Missouri toslave parents
in 1864 and was orphaned in infancy. He worked his way through high school and
graduated in 1894 fromwhat isnow lowa State University. Carver joined the faculty
oftheall-black Tuskegee Institute in Alabama, where he worked to improve the lives
of poor farmers in the South. He was a firm proponent of crop rotation, in which
farmers alternate the cultivation of soil-depleting plants like cotton with those that
replenish the nitrogeninsoil, suchas peanuts. So many farmers followed hisadvice
thatthey created asurplus of peanuts. Inresponse, Carver developed more than 300
uses for the legume, including soap, face powder, mayonnaise, shampoo, metal polish
and adhesives. He also promoted the cultivation of sweet potatoes and pecans and
discovered more than a hundred uses for these crops as well. Although Carver held
onlythree patents, he received many awards and honorsand became aninternationally
respected scientist. When he died, hissavings helped establish aresearch institute for
agriculture at Tuskegee. (Ideas Unlimited)

Congratulations...

...to David Dilks of the Contracts Branch, who has been selected as the WE
Committee’s Employee of the Month for February 2006. He received the honor for
his “contagious dynamic personality” and professionalism. Dilks’ recent processing
of a current action on the Bucks Harbor Project, was particularly notable.

.. tothe North Central Office Border Control construction representatives that
have been selected as the WE Committee’s Team of the Month for February 2006.
Theemployeesbeing recognized are Les (Jake) Jacobsand Randy Lecuyer. This
team was chosen for its outstanding performance and dedication. Both of these
individuals have been TDY essentially every week since May 2005 to Calais and
Jackman, Maine, respectively, insupport of the construction of the new Border Patrol
buildings atthese sites.

Sympathy...

...to Adam Burnett, Engineering/Planning, on the passing of his father, William
Burnett, Feb.9. Mr. Burnettwas the publisher of the New Fairfield Sherman Citizen
News in Connecticut. Mr. Burnett was also a WW!I11 veteran.

YANKEE ENGINEER is an authorized unofficial Army newspaper under

provisions of AR 360-1 published monthly. Views and opinions expressed
are not necessarily those of the Department of the Army. Contributions
from readers are solicited, but publication depends on judgment of the editor.
No payment will be made for contributions. Published by the Public Affairs
Office, New England District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 696 Virginia
Road, Concord MA 01742-2751, 978-318-8777.
method on recyclable paper by the Defense Printing Office in Boston, Mass.
Circulation 1600. The YANKEE ENGINEER can be found on the World
Wide Web at http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/news/yankee.htm
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Commander's Corner:
The importance of on time and on budget

by Col. Curtis L. Thalken
District Engineer

Last month | ended my letter by
thanking everyone for their effortsto stay
“ontimeandonbudget.” ThismonthI’d
like to comment on the importance of
these five words that | believe should
guide all of our actions.

On time and on budget represent a
promise between our stakeholders and
us. Quite frequently I am told by some
of our stakeholders (military and civil
worksalike) thatthey “like the Corps, but attimestoo slowand
tooexpensive.” While part of this may be their frustration with
the processes and procedures of any bureaucracy, especially
onewhere millions of dollars are at stake, we have arole to play
inallayingtheir concerns. Once we develop our time and cost
estimates and presentthem, we must live within the constraints
they impose. Extensions in time or requests for additional
funds should be the exception and then only after a careful
analysis of the project convinces us we cannot make up the
time or cost on our own.

Ontime and on budget should apply to all we do, not just
projectsonce construction begins. Feasibility studies, internal
NEPA actionsto supportour ownwork, permitapplications,
real estate transactions, contract bids--each have targets for

completion and costs to complete associated with them and
each involve a contract with a stakeholder either external or
internal to the District. Internal delaysand costover-runsonly
compound the problem. We should seek internal solutions
before we pass them on to our partners.

Ontime and on budget must also apply to the day-to-day
operations of the District. Atthe beginning ofthe fiscal year,
each office submits an internal budget. The Total Labor
Multiplier (TLM) we charge our customers for our services
includesthis, so even office overrunsare ultimately passed on
to our customers.

Ontime mustalso apply to internal and external correspon-
dence. Timely response to external queries demonstrates our
efficiency and imbues confidence in our professionalismand
keeps projectsontime. Delays inaddressing concerns lead to
delaysinimplementing solutionsthatultimately leadtoslipsin
project delivery timelines and increases in cost.

Just as the Sailors, who first made their living in New
England, relied on the North Star to help steer them safely
home, | believe if we let “on time and on budget” steer all of
our actions we will not only satisfy our current stakeholders,
we will convince themto returnand encourage otherstowork
with usaswell.

Thank you for everything you do every day to make the
Districta great place to work and a shining star of efficiency
and effectivenessingovernment.

Essayons!

Twelve of New England District’s volunteer heroes
gatheredinthe New England District’s Col. Richard Gridley
Conference Room on Jan. 27 to receive appreciation from
a grateful nation for their work during the 2005 hurricane
season. Col. Curtis Thalken, New England District Engineer
presented the awards to the New England District Water
Planning Response Team (PRT) on behalf of the Corps of
Engineers Wilmington District Engineer, Col. John Pulliam.

"Like everyone else this past hurricane season,
Wilmington District's mission reached an unprecedented
scope and scale,” said Col. Pulliam. “The folks from New
England District were invaluable in supporting a response
effortthat was several orders of magnitude beyond anything
we have ever done. We couldn't have met the emergency
water supply mission withouttheir dedicated support. They
did an awesome job, and I'm told they were great to work
with!"

SheilaWinston-Vincuilla, Michael Tuttle, and Michael

District waterteamhonored fordisaster work

Keegan received Commander’s Awards for Civilian service
fortheir dedicated efforts during Hurricane Katrina, Hurri-
cane Opheliaand Hurricane Rita disasters.

David Goodrich received an Achievement Medal for
Civilian Service for hiswork during the Hurricane Katrina,
Hurricane Wilmaand Hurricane Rita disasters.

Mark Anderson, Jr., Michael Russo, Duban Montoya,
Frederick Magee, and Don Wood received Achievement
Medals for Civilian Service for their work during the
Hurricane Katrina, Hurricane Ophelia and Hurricane Rita
disasters.

Philip Morrison, John Asseng, and Matthew McClintock
received letters of appreciation and commander’s coins for
theirdedication in support of the Hurricane Katrina disaster
response.

“Col. Pulliam’s comments on the superb performance
ofthe District Water Team are representative of comments

Continued on page 6
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Helping the helpless:

Park Ranger volunteers time to assist animal victims of Hurricane Katrina

When Hurricane Katrinaslammed
into the Gulf Coast in August 2005 it
completely devastated the region. As
the storm approached, those who could
not make it out of harm’s way fled to
shelters. Many had to leave behind
loved ones, those of the four-legged
variety, because shelters could not ac-
cept them. Countless cats, dogs and
other pets were left to brave the heavy
winds and deadly flood waters on their
own. Thosethatsurvivedthe onslaught
of Katrinawere leftwithout food, water,
shelter or their families.

Asthe call went out for volunteers
toassisthuman survivors, sotoo did the
call goouttohelp those who had noway
of helping themselves — the pets left
behind. Employees of the New England
District responded on both fronts —
nearly one hundred employees volun-
teered to accept the missions assigned

Jamie Kordack holds
Mabel, the Katrina
survivor she adopted
as a gift for her hus-
band. Other Katrina
survivors Floozy (up-
per left), Lady (not
shown) and Nite Nite
(upper right) are still
looking for good
homes.

by FEMA o helprebuild, and one avid
animal lover volunteered her owntime
to save the Gulf Coast’sanimal victims.
Park Ranger Jamie Kordack of
Buffumville Lake/Hodges Village Dam
spent three weeks in Louisiana, one
week in October and two in December,
attending to the needs of rescued ani-
mals. Kordack recalled the devastation
of the region and the plight of the ani-
mals. “The disaster was terrible, the
worst thing imaginable and it forever
changed mostlives for humans living in
the Gulf Region,” said Kordack. “Butit
was 10 times worse for the companion
animals left behind and 1,000 times
worse for farmanimals. Overonebillion
animalsdied, mostly chickens.”
Ironically, most of the animals died
from lack of clean drinking water, ac-
cording to Kordack. “No water in an
area with too much water,” she said.

Upon hearing of the plight of the
animal victims, Kordack knew she had
to help. She originally volunteered to
deploy to Louisiana through the Emer-
gency Animal Rescue Service (EARS)
program, but was never called. “By
mid-October, Hurricane Katrina was
pretty much out of the news here in New
England and even | began to think the
animal situation was probably well in
hand down there,” she said.

Kordack learned through her sister,
Jodie, that wasn’t the case. Her sister,
who works in Boston for an animal
rights organization, received an e-mail
from the Association of Veterinarians
for Animal Rights (AVAR) pleading for
veterinarians, vet techs and/or vet stu-
dents to help outinthe Gulf. Kordack,
who was a vet tech and is on the board
ofano-kill shelterin Charlton, Mass., is
experienced inanimal evacuationsand

Photoby Linda Allington.




hashad rescuer training. She contacted
Best Friends, the largest no kill-sanctu-
ary inthe United States, which iswork-
ingwith AVARandthey gladlyaccepted
her help.

Oncein Louisiana, Kordack found
herselfinthe fledglinganimal sanctuary,
St. Francis in Tylertown, which re-
ceived rescued animals every day. At
one point during Kordack’s October
trip, the shelter rescued 100 animalsin
afive-day period. Accordingto Kordack,
dogsand cats were not the only animals
toarriveattheshelter. “Wealsorescued
aflock ofgeeseandaniguana,”

midnight,” she said.

Although the hours were long, for
Kordack it was a labor of love. When
she was able to getafew hours of sleep
in, she slept with the St. Francis cats in
the main building while others sleptin
tents or in their cars.

On her second trip to St. Francis,
Kordack found that fewer animals were
coming into the shelter, but many were
leaving daily. Animalswerestill being
found alive, but their situations were
becoming desperate. “Theanimalswere
reverting back to feraland ontherunon

YANKEE ENGINEER
February 2006
and I took fiveanimals,” shesaid. “Only
one has been adopted so far.”

Among those waiting for a good
home is Floozy and Lady, two female
black cats that have bonded like sisters,
and a black male cat named Nite Nite,
who was first claimed and then aban-
doned by his family.

Although it has been months since
Kordack has left Louisiana, her mind is
stillonthose petsstill toberescued. “It’s
estimated that there are still over 100,000
pets —and now their offspring —on the
streets,” she said.

shesaid.

Kordack processed new
animals just arriving and got
them settled into their pensand
cages. “This included giving
vaccinations, insertingamicro-
chip, worming, bathing, clean-

“The disaster was terrible, the worst thing imaginable and it
forever changed most lives for humans living in the Gulf
Region. But it was 10 times worse for the companion animals
left behind and 1,000 times worse for farm animals."

- Jamie Kordack

ParkRanger, Buffumville Lake/Hodges Village Dam

ing ears, and performing minor

surgery,” shesaid. “lalsotook pictures
of the animals and processed their pa-
perwork.”

Kordack spoke with rescuers and
learned of the circumstances of the
rescues. “They were still finding live
animals in homes in places like closed
bathrooms and attics,” she said. “Res-
cuerswould pick up slipswith addresses
orfind spray painted notes like ‘one dog
inside/friendly atwindow’ on buildings
leftby either the National Guard or other
rescuers.”

Unfortunately, notall oftheanimals
found survived the hurricane. “When
rescuers found dead pets, they brought
us that information to log into the na-
tional database soif afamily ever came
looking, they might find closure,” said
Kordack.

In addition to her other duties,
Kordack worked with veterinarianseach
day and went on medical rounds with a
vet tech during the morning and eve-
nings. During her October trip, Kordack
beganorganizingthe pharmacy, aproject
that she finished on her December trip.
Kordackandthe othervolunteersworked
long hours with no days off. “An
average working day was 7:30 a.m. to

the streets,” she recalled. “Cats were
being live-trapped and dogs were run-
ning in packs. Rescuers were making
food and water drops in areas twice
daily. They were also working with
demolition crews to remove cats, Kit-
tens, and puppies from rubble and from
under collapsed homes.”

On her return trip, Kordack was in
charge of the Isolation Room for cats
and assisted in spay/neutering surgery.
Although she saw many sad situations
during hertime in New Orleans, Kordack
was witness to more than one pet/
companion reunion. “l wasthere when
a mother and her two children were
reunited with their small dog and nine-
month old cat,” she recalled. “Both
animalswere lucky enough to be found
togetherand were obviously best friends.
There was a lot of crying that after-
noon.”

Not surprisingly, when Kordack
arrived back in Massachusetts from her
travelsin Louisianaon New Year’s Day,
she did not come home alone. She
adopted anelderly female orangettiger,
Mabel, asagift for her husband, Vince.
The shelter she volunteers at also took
some animals. “The Charlton Shelter

Kordack isstill working to help the
animal victims of Hurricane Katrina.
Sheorganizeda Trivial Pursuit Eventat
the Charlton Senior Center on Feb. 26th
to raise money for the cause. She also
hopesto find good homes for the animal
victims she brought back with her.

Jamie Kordack has been an em-
ployee of the New England District for
15 years and is a member of numerous
animalrightsgroups. The Kordacksare
companions to five cats (including
Mabel), a dog, Jimmy Stewart, two
rabbitsand one guineapig.

(Editor’s Note: New Orleans is
rebuilding, and at the time of this
article is preparing for its Mardi Gras
celebration. The rescue operations at
Tylertown are winding down, with re-
sponsibilities and supplies being trans-
ferred to other, bigger shelters. How-
ever, the needto help displaced animal
victimsisstill urgent. Tofind out more
abouthowyoucan help, please gotothe
Best Friends Animal Society website at
http://www.bestfriends.org. To learn
more about the animals that are up for
adoption from People for Animals
League in Charlton, please contact
them at508-248-7324.)
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New England District water
teamhonored fordisaster work

Continued from page 3

I have heard from many of my fellow
District Commanders working in the
GulfRegion,” said Col. Thalken. “With-
out exception, all have commented on
the superb professionalism and techni-
cal expertise displayed by the volunteers
fromthe New England District. Thank
you to those who have returned from
volunteering, thosewhoarestill working
in the Gulf, and those of you contem-
plating volunteering inthe future.”

Every Division hasone district that
performs the water mission for that
Division. The District’s water team
would respondfirstif there wasadisas-
terwithin Divisional boundariessolong
as the disaster did not happen in that
district. Ifthe disaster did happen inthat
district, then the water missionwould go
toanational rotation. The New England
District performs the water mission for
North Atlantic Division. The New En-
gland District Water PRT is comprised
of 13 personnel that fill five positions on
arotating basis: Action Officer, Mission
Manager, Mission Specialist, Contract
Specialist,and Logistics. Each position
plays a critical role on the team:

The Action Officerworkswith local
and state agenciesaswell as the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) and other emergency support
functions to determine the scope of the
mission. The Action Officer provides
tasks directly to the Mission Manager
andthe Mission Specialist.

The Mission Manager works in ei-
ther the emergency response recover
office (ERRO) orthe disaster field office
(DFO). The primary role for the Mis-
sion Manager isto ship water to staging
areas. Thispersonisalso responsible for
cost estimates, procurement, and the
scheduling tracking of funds.

A Mission Specialist assists the
Mission Manager with their responsibili-
ties and serves as a back up.

The Contract Specialistensuresthat
contractors adhere to the requirements
specified intheir contract.

The person who works on the Lo-
gistics position ofthe teamisresponsible
for tracking the number of trucks and
quantities of goods delivered. The
person in this role also ensures that all
paperwork is delivered to the ERRO/
DFO. They are sometimes required to
visitdistribution centers.

Members of the New England Dis-
trict PRT have gone through specialized
training, medical clearances and often
participate in various exercises to pre-
pare them for deployment.

Col. Pulliam, who was not able to
attend theawards presentation, expressed
greatappreciation for the Water Team’s
efforts. “Had I had the opportunity to
speak tothe New England team | would
havesaid:

“Thanks for volunteering to serve
many months ago, first.

“Thanks for honoring that commit-
mentand marching to the ‘sound of the
guns’ when the call came, second.

“Thanks for being such wonderful
professionals, folkswho REALLY un-
derstand the business so well, third.

“Mostimportantly, perhaps, thanks
for the long hours in a claustrophobic
conference room managing chaos so
that people introuble had water todrink
tostayaliveinthe critical daysfollowing
landfall of the several storms that hit
Americain 2005.

“Finally, anextradose of thanksto
those who, having lived through the hard
work that was the 2005 hurricane sea-
son, have already volunteered to take it
onagainin 2006.

“That's what | would've loved to
havetold the great New England Water
team face to face. They're unsung
heroes who may have saved lives last
year, and certainly made livestornasun-
deralittle more bearable.”

New England
District heroes
answer the call

When the call for help goesout,
the employees of the New England
Districtalwaysanswer.

Many New England Districthe-
roes have volunteered atleastone or
more times to help out with the
hurricane disaster responses result-
ing fromthe 2005 hurricane season
and morearestill deploying.

As of Feb. 23, the following
employees have gone on hurricane

disaster missions:

Scott Acone
Mark Anderson
John Asseng
Townsend Barker
Merlon Bassett
Dale Berkness
KevinBranch
Chris Caisse
Carol Charette
Theron Chase
George Claflin
DavidCole

Ruth Cormier
Joanne Dawber
Stephen Decker
Barbara Duffin
Timothy Dugan
Philip Durgin
MikeElliott
Charles Farris
Edward Frazzetta
Paul Gaudreau
David Goodrich
Bob Govero
VincentGualtieri
Mark Habel
James Hachigian
JohnHaluchak
Ken Hester
ClaudiaHixson
Ken Holstein
Paul Howard
Ross Huntington
Ellenlorio
Gerald Joyner
Kevin Kaerth
Jack Karalius
Mike Keegan
KevinKotelly
David Kratz

Ruth Ladd
ScottLeonard
Randy Lecuyer
Maj. Stephen
Lefebvre

GladysLeone
Luke Lomeland
Joseph Mackay
John MacPherson
Rick Magee
Shawn Mahaney
Joseph Mazzola
Matthew McClintock
Duban Montoya
Phil Morrison
Joseph Moyer
William Mullen
JohnMurner

Phil Nimeskern
WilliamNorman
RobertPadovani
Steven Patchkofsky
JeffPhillips
JohnPribilla
PatriciaPrice
Joseph Redlinger
RichardRiley
Richard Roach
Mike Russo

Mike Sheehan
Jerry Stalder
Jason Tremblay
Mike Tuttle
DonnaVondle
Lowell Whitehead
Sheila Winston-
Vincuilla
DonWood
Marissa Wright
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Public meeting held for Boston Inner Harbor
Maintenance Dredging Project

by Timothy Dugan
Public Affairs

TheU.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New England District
and the Massachusetts Port Authority held a joint public
meeting Feb. 14 to hear comments on the proposed Boston
Harbor Inner
Harbor Mainte-
nance Dredging
Project in Bos-
ton, Mass.

The pro-
posed project
involves the
maintenance
dredging ofthe
following Fed-
eral navigation
channels: the
Main Ship
Channel up-
stream of Spec-
tacle Island to
the Inner
Confluence, the
upper Reserved
Channel, the
approachtothe
Navy Dry
Dock, and a
portion of the Chelsea River in Boston Harbor to remove
shoals and return the channels to their authorized depths.

The Corps of Engineers has prepared a Draft Supplemen-
tal Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS), in cooperation
with the Massachusetts Port Authority, which has prepared the
State Notice of Project Change (NPC), incompliance with the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the Massa-
chusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) respectively. The
DSEISandthe NPC are available for review and download at
the Corpswebsite: http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/projects/
ma/BHNIP/DSEIS.pdf.

The public meeting was held at the Black Falcon Cruise
Terminal in Bostonto solicitcomments onthe Draft SEIS and
the Corps’ proposal to dredge Boston’s inner harbor.

Maintenance dredging of the navigation channels land-
ward of Spectacle Island is needed to remove shoals and
restore the Federal navigation channels to their authorized
depths. Materials dredged from Federal channels will either be

disposed of at the Massachusetts Bay Disposal Site (if the
material is suitable for unconfined open water disposal), or, if
the material is notsuitable for unconfined open water disposal,
inconfinedaquatic disposal (CAD) cellswhich will be devel-
oped as part of this project.

Major navigation channelimprovements (deepening) were
made in 1998
through 2001 in
the Reserved
Channel, the
MysticRiver,the
Inner
Confluenceand
the Chelsea
River. AfinalEIS
was prepared for
this previous
navigation im-
provement
project in June
1995 in which
the use of CAD
cellsinthe Mys-
tic River, Inner
Confluence,and
Chelsea River
were investi-
gated. OneCAD
cell for the pro-
posed mainte-
nance projectwill be constructed inthe Mystic River and one
in the Main Ship Channel just below the Inner Confluence.

Publiccommentsonthe DSEIS/NPCand the proposal for
dredging were due to the Corps of Engineers by March 7 and
tothe Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) Unit
by Feb. 27.

The Corpsof Engineersisauthorized by the various Rivers
and Harbors Actsand Water Resources Development Acts to
conduct maintenance dredging of the Federal navigation
channels and anchorage areas in Boston Harbor.

The DSEIS and NPC are also available for review at the
following public libraries: Boston Public Library’s Kirstein
Branch, East Boston Branch, Charlestown Branch, North End
Branch, South Boston Branch, Orient Heights Branch, the
Boylston Street Branch, at the BRA Library at Boston City
Hall, and the Winthrop Public Library. The notice of release
of the DSEIS/NPC was published in the Federal Register on
Jan. 13 and Jan. 20.

Photo provided courtesy of Norfolk Dredging.

The dredge VIRGINIAN performs dredge work in Boston Harbor in this circa 2004 photo.
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Goyette retires
with over 30
years of federal
service

Dick Carlson presents Ethel Goyette with a
Commander's Award for Civilian Servicedur-
ing her retirement luncheon.

Fran Donovan presents Ethel Goyette with
her retirement certificate. Goyette retired
with over 30 years of federal service.

Photos by Kevin Burke

Audience members at Ethel Goyette's retire-
ment luncheon enjoy the presentations made
at the event.

Ethel Goyette, Administrative Officer for the Cape Cod
Canal Field Office, retired from the New England District on
Dec. 30, 2005 with 32 years of federal service.

More than 65 family members,
friendsand co-workers metatthe Mezza
Luna Restaurant in Buzzard’s Bay to
wish Goyette the bestin her retirement.

Fran Donovan served as Master of
Ceremoniesforthe eventand presented
Goyette with her retirement certificate
at the end of the luncheon.

Dick Carlson, Chief of Construc-
tion/Operations presented Goyette with
aCommander’s Award for Civilian Ser-
vice and a Bunker Hill Plaque for her
dedicated service to the New England
Districtand to the nation.

Goyette also received a Cape Cod
bracelet, a picture of the Cape Cod
Canal, and various gift certificates from
luncheon attendees.

“Thank youto everyone who came
to my retirement party, especially the
ones who came all the way down from
Concord,” she said. “It really meanta

coworkers.

Ethel Goyette (right) receives a framed picture of the Cape Co

lotto me. They are rightwhen they say
the Army Corps is like a family. They
really are a class act.”

Goyette plans on doing some trav-
elingnowthatshe’sretired. Herfirsttrip
wasto visit family onthe West Coastand
then Goyette plansonspendingtime in
Palm Springs. “l am in Californianow
and enjoying my grandchildren that |
don'tgettoseetoo often,” she said atthe
time this article was written. “My hus-
band and I drove cross-country and it
took useightdays. Itwasavery relaxing
trip.”

Family memberswhoaccompanied
Goyette to her retirement luncheon in-
cluded her husband, daughter, sister,
stepsonand grandchildren.

Retirees who attended were Carl
Boutilier, Ray Francisco, Frank Vilkas,
Fred Danhauser, Dave Paquin, Bob
Rousseau, and Mike Varney.

e n

' Canal as a gift from her
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Photos by Kevin Burke

Phoebe Chu (left) cooks up delicious Chinese cuisine (with the help of Linda Burke and Wendy Panto) for the Cape Cod Canal’s Chinese New Year

celebration.

Cape Cod Canal celebrates the 'Year of the Dog'

The staplesofagood celebration are generally good food
and good company. Both were present during the Cape Cod
Canal’s celebration of the Chinese New Year, Jan. 30.

Phoebe Chu organized the event after a coworker won-
dered ifthe field office would be celebrating. Thefield office
held a similar event two years ago and was very popular. “I
took the lead and asked for Fran’s (Donovan, Canal Manager)
permissionand ran with it."

Donovan consented and approximately 27 people at-
tended the lunch time celebration. Chu, withthe assistance of
Wendy Panto and Linda Burke, Park Ranger Kevin Burke’s
wife, cooked up authentic Chinese cuisine for the occasion. “I

+t - i i
Employees at the Cape Co
part of the celebration.

d Canal Field Offiée enjoy a buffet lunch as

made sweet and sour pork and stir fry vegetables with pork
strips,” said Chu. “I also brought some Chinese buns,
Shanghai style noodles and chicken fried rice from Chinatown
and some appetizers fromalocal Chinese take out place at the
Canal.”

The Chinese New Year isa15-day celebration thatis held
the first day of the Lunar New Year. Thisyear’s New Year
beganJan. 29. Accordingtothe Chinese Culture Center of San
Francisco, the New Year is a time for the Chinese to
congratulate each other and themselves on having passed
through another year. It is a time to finish out the old and
welcomeinthe New Year. Common expressions heard at this
time are “Guonian” to have made it through the old year and
“Bainain” towelcomethe New Year. Inadditionto celebrating
with good food, the New Year is also marked with spiritual
reflectionsand time with family.

Theyear 2006 celebratesthe Year of the Dog. According
to Asianastrology, the animal ruling the year inwhichaperson
is born has a profound influence on personality: “This is the
animal that hides in your heart.”

Asianastrology suggests that dogs of the Chinese Zodiac
have adeep sense of loyalty and willingness to fight for justice.
They make faithful friends and are genuine listeners and
confidants. Those born under the sign of the dog make good
leaders, counselors, teachers, police officersand nurses. They
are people bornin 1922, 1934, 1946, 1958, 1970, 1982, and
1994.
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Dredging success

Photos by Kevin Burke

(Above) Workers finish up the last of the dredging of Pawtuxet Cove. (Inset) The material dredged from the project was disposed at the CAD cells.

Work at Pawtuxet Cove ends on schedule

Another Corps of Engineers navigation project hasbeen
successfully completed in New England ontime and onbudget.

Dredging at Pawtuxet Cove in Rhode Island is complete.
Approximately 85,000 cubic yards of material have been
removed. Disposal of the material took place at the Confined
Aguatic Disposal cells constructed as part of the Providence
Riverand Harbor maintenance projectin 2005. The Pawtuxet
Cove project had not been maintained since its original
constructionin 1966.

Dredging began in November 2005 and the last day of
work took place on Jan. 31, 2006. Burnham Associates of
Salem, Mass., performed the dredging work for the New
England District at a cost of $1.1 million.

The Federal Navigation Project at Pawtuxet Cove pro-
videsachannel, six-feet-deep and 100-feet-wide, from deep
water in Providence Harbor to the head of navigation in

Pawtuxet Cove. The projectalso included aturning basin, six-
feet-deep at the mouth of the Pawtuxet River; a 14-acre
anchorage, six-feet-deep, between the south side of the
entrance channel and Warwick Downs State Park; and a
sheltering dike 2,200-feet-long. The cove supportsabout 33
commercial fishing vessels, 217 recreational vessels and six
water dependant businesses, which consist of marinas and
boatyards.

The project liesalong the Cranston-Warwick city line at
the mouth of the Pawtuxet River, which discharges into the
west side of Providence Harbor.

The towns of Warwick and Cranston provided the non-
federal funding required for the project. The New England
Districtwas the federal sponsor. Rhode Island senators Jack
Reed and Lincoln Chafee were instrumental in getting the
federal funding for the project.
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President's Fiscal Year 2007 U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers’ Civil Works budget released

Continued from page 1

of existing federally-owned water re-
sources projects; protection of the nation's
waters and wetlands; and restoration of
sites contaminated as a result of the
nation's early atomic weapons develop-
ment program.

The Army’s Civil Works 2007 bud-
getforthe New England Districtincludes:
- $17,811,000
for Commercial
Navigation;

- $17,800,000
for Flood and
Coastal Storm Re-
duction;

- $5,604,000for
the Environment

- $5,238,000for
Recreation;

TheFYO07bud-
get is a perfor-
mance-based bud-
get. As with the
FY06 budget, the
FYO07 budget uses
sevenobjective per-
formance-based
guidelinestoselect
the highest perform-
ing construction
projects. This year the guidelines have
been modified to reflect two major
changes.

First, for flood and storm damage
reduction projects, riskstohuman lifeare
considered along witheconomics.

Second, among aquatic ecosystem
restoration projects, priority is given to
those that are cost effective, that help to
restoreregionally or nationally significant
ecosystems, and that either remedy im-
pacts fromexisting Civil Works projects
orwarrantthe Corps’ unique expertisein
modifying the aquatic regimes of water-
sheds.

The FYQ7 budget transfers several
activities to the O&M budget from the
construction budgetto improve account-

ability and oversight, reflect the full cost
of operating and maintaining existing
projects, and reflectan integrated invest-
mentstrategy:

® Rehabilitation of navigationand
hydropower infrastructure, where the
extentof the work is not large enough to
be considered areplacement;

® Endangered Species Act com-

The President’s 2007 budget lists Point Judith Pond Harbor of Refuge.

pliance at operating projects;

® Construction of facilities,
projects or features (including islands
and wetlands) to use materials dredged
during navigation maintenance;

® Mitigation of impacts onshore-
lines from navigation maintenance activi-
ties.

The FYO07 Operation and Mainte-
nance budgetallows funding to maintain
New England District’s Cape Cod Canal,
Point Judith Pond Harbor of Refuge in
R.l.; Salem Harbor in Salem, Mass.;
Portland Harbor in Portland, Me; Bucks
Harbor in Machiasport, Me; Long Island
Sound DMMPand New England District's
31 flood control projects and two hurri-
cane barriers, such as the New Bedford

Hurricane Barrier.

Thebudgetalso lists funding for
the Boston Harbor 45-foot channel (navi-
gation) and the Merrimack River Water-
shed Study in Mass., and N.H. (compre-
hensive). The FY07 budgetalso liststwo
FUSRAP sites —Combustion Engineer-
ing (CE) in Windsor, Conn., and the
Shpack Landfill in Norton, Mass.

Thebudgetre-proposes
arecreation facility mod-
ernizationinitiative based
on a model in use by
other federal recreation
providers.

A portion of the cost
tomaintainand upgrade
recreation facilities
would be accomplished
by using additional rev-
enues from expanded
user fees, and through
innovative planning,
managementand financ-
ing partnerships with
non-federal interests.

The budgetalso pro-
vides substantial fund-
ingtomeetperformance
targetsinthe Regulatory
Program ($173million,
a$15millionincrease); Emergency Man-
agement Program (including $81 million
for Flood Control and Coastal Emergen-
cies, an $11 million increase), and Rec-
reation Program ($267 million), which
have beenrated “Moderately Effective”
using the Program Assessment Rating
Tool (PART).

Woodley also emphasized budget
initiatives leading to more systematic,
performance-based budget development
and asset management for the Army Civil
Works program.

TheFY07 Army Civil Worksbudget
information, including a state-by-state
breakdown, is available at
www.usace.army.mil/civilworks/cecwhb/
budget/budget.pdf.
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Dredging up the past...
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Photoby C.J. Allen

Bill Hubbard introduces Dr. Joseph Westphal, Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works, during the Sagamore
Marsh Restoration ceremony in this April 10, 2000 photo.
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